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The Concept of the Japanese “Soul” Appeared in the Japanese Classical Literature
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Abstract

The word of the soul in Japanese ; “Tamashii” has been used from the ancient period up to the present in this
country, but the meaning of this word has been understood differently along Japanese history, especially under the
deep cultural influence by the foreign countries. In this paper, the author collected examples being related to this
word in Japanese literature and folklore documents and tried to elucidate what the ancient Japanese expressed by
this word. In the course of examination, the special attention was paid to the various types of relation between

“Tamashii” and human body.
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