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Grief Care by Visiting Nurses During their Visits to Bereaved Families

—— A Qualitative Analysis of Records Prepared by a Visiting Nurse Station on Visits to Bereaved Families ——
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Abstract

A visiting nurse station, which has performed deathwatch at home, has many visiting nurses who have been
employed for a long time and provided stable visiting activities. We hypothesized that deathwatch at home, visits to
bereaved families, and grief care by the station may have implication for such stable activities and qualitatively
analyzed records on the care. Results showed that nurses from the station provide [ grief care] through politely
[ promising to visit to a bereaved family], listening to and talking with [ bereaved family members], and [ thinking
of the deceased]. We also found that visiting nurses spend precious time to provide the care and then to write it

down as a person concerned like a bereaved family member who lost a loved one.
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