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Abstract

Discussed in this article are the following facts :

D

2)

3)

In an effort to eliminate institutional ambiguity, an official process was established.
It included obligation to inform the town magistrate of a suspected case of unnatural
death, confirmation of the manner of death by the postmortem examiner and burial
of the corpse. This process illuminated the crime prevention role played by Hijiri—
Roku-Bou (Hijiri Six Masters ; HSM) ;

The Lovers’ Suicide Ban (1722) was introduced to make lovers’ suicides / suicide
pacts illegal (a crime called “Aitai—jini”). Very severe punishments were imposed on
lovers who violated this ban and their naked corpses were often exposed in public ;
and

Though normal suicide (committed solo) was not a crime itself, the behavior brought
about official intervention by the postmortem examiner and the dead body was
exposed or examined in public. In cities, unlike in rural communities, there was
practically no funeral rite for a suicide and his/her family and community were left

unattended.

Finally, an analysis from the viewpoint of Durkheim’s suicide classification will be

presented. At Sennichi Cemetery, a suicide mecca, the introduction of the Lovers’ Suicide Ban

successfully controlled lovers’ suicides, which were epidemic during economically prosperous

periods, as well as normal suicides during famines. As a result, suicide attempts were

effectively deterred for a long time. Under the ban HMS and Hininban (policemen in the Edo

period) fulfilled their own tasks and contributed to suicide prevention.

Key words : official confirmation that the manner of death is suicide, lovers’ suicide/suicide

pact, normal (single, solo) suicide, punishment, Lovers’ Suicide Ban
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