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Abstract

Since 1980s distribution of health care has been intensely discussed in the U. 8. because
there are serious problems such as ruinous medical expenses and solvency-based, unfair
distribution of medical care. One out of every seven citizens in the U.S. has no medical
insurance, which is spurring social unrest.

In other developed countries the right to medical care has been gnaranteed and access has
been secured because medical care is directly related to human life and therefore regarded as
the most vatued. In the U.S., however, the same right is denied and medical care is merely
regarded as one of commodities that should be bought according to principles of the market
economy.

How could biocethics handle the current situation? We can see the limitations of the U.
S., where people are only discussing who should pay for medical expenses and how, without
placing a value on human life.

Japan is following in the footsteps of the U. S., controlling medical expenses in a negative
way. Thus, not a few people do not or cannot join any scheme of medical insurance and the
universal medical insurance gystem is collapsing. The right to medical care has not been
discussed actively enough so far, and the right itself is losing power.

The U. S. government is not obliged to bear responsibility for the right to health at all,
while the Japanese equivalent is. It is not appropriate for Japan to follow the U. S. policy
regarding the right to medical care. Instead, Japan’s role model should be France or
Germany, both of which respect the right to medical care and are struggling to maintain their

universal medical insurance system.
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