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The traditional and current life-death gradations in Japan

Giko Shimazaki*

* Aobaoka Department of Nursing Care, Aino Gakuin College

Abstract

It seems that the life-death border envisaged by Japan’s young generations is being
blurred. The younger they are, the more likely they are to be less aware of life and death
surrounding them.

This is because they do not have many direct experiences of such serious incidents in
everyday life. Many of them seem to think that the dead will be resuscitated like TV game
heroes.

In Western society, which has been influenced by Christianity, there is a clear boundary
line drawn between two spheres, but we Japanese never have had such a manifest distinction
throughout history. This tradition may be partially responsible for the young generations’

inclination toward the gradational life-death view.
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