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The significance of cooperation between dentists and nurses in

oral care for patients with mental illness

— An analysis of interview survey results ——

Hidenobu Kouzuma*, Tomohiro Ozawa*, Hideo Takeuti*, Keiko Oita* and Michiko Saitou*®

*Aino Hanazono Hospital

Abstract

In order to maintain and improve oral hygiene/functions of patients with mental illness in
bed, dentists hold a study meeting and gave TBI (Tooth Brushing Instructions), with
individual oral care provided by nurses.

Seventeen months later an interview survey, whose questionnaire included the following
items, was conducted : dental examination and treatment, oral cleaning, food preference,
xerostomia, mastication and deglutition.

The result of a chi—square test proved the significance of cooperation between dentists and

nurses in oral care.
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