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A structural analysis of suicide in urban areas

— A socio—economic examination of the disparity in suicide rates between two areas ——
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Abstract

In 1998 the number of suicides in Japan exceeded 30,000 for the first time — a 35%
increase compared to the previous year — and it has remained high ever since. The suicide
rates had traditionally been high in rural areas. However, since 1998 the increase in the
suicide rates of males aged 55-59 years, in particular, has been significantly prominent in
urban and suburban areas in Tokyo, Osaka, etc. Therefore, we have selected two areas in
Osaka prefecture, which contrast with each other in the transition of suicide rates, to analyze
socio—economic factors. As a result, we have discovered economic inequality, to which the

suicides in urban areas may be partly attributed.
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