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Abstract

In this paper we review the current database system for graduation theses on nursing case
studies, explain their quantitative characters, and try to consider them from the perspective of
sociology of education. With regard to “author attributes”, we found in Periods 1/I a
negative correlation between the incidence of repeaters and students’ clinical experiences. We
suspect that disappearance of repeaters in Period I was caused by the change of the
curriculum. Under the new curriculum, clinical practice took place not only in hospital but
also in other facilities. We reason that competition amongst students that emerged after this
change led to better results and the number of repeaters reduced to zero. With regard to
“patient attributes”, we discovered: i) the majority were aged and the rate of patients
diagnosed as having lifestyle related diseases was 33% ; ii ) the rate of the total cases of adult
health nursing, gerontological nursing and psychiatric/mental health nursing stayed stable—
around 77% of all the case studies-before and after the curriculum change; ii) the
psychiatric cases, which amounted to 30.2% of all the case studies, showed influence of a
humanitarian inclination of Aino—Gakuin and of our aging society. Finally we examined the
social needs, which made psychiatric/mental health nursing incorporated into the new

curriculum.

Key words : graduation theses on nursing case studies, sociology of education, proportion of
repeaters, aging society, psychiatric/mental health nursing
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