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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to compare attitudes toward brain death and organ
transplantation among nursing college students and their parents, and junior high school
students and their teachers, using self~administered questionnaires.  The number of
respondents was 373 and the response rate was 3636 for fathers and 48% for mothers
respectively in a mail survey and 100% of students on in—class survey. Most of the survey
respondents recognized the necessity of organ transplantation, and 36% of respondents
accepted brain death. Thirty nine percent of respondents were willing to donate organs.
Sophomore nursing students with one year preparation in basic course work had a more
positive attitude toward organ transplantation than had freshmen nursing students without
such preparation. There were five times the number of nursing college students who had
organ donation decision cards and they were twice as likely to be willing to donate organs as
their parents. Nursing students discussed the issue of organ donation more often with their
mothers than with their fathers. Junior high school students had great interest in organ
transplantation. Twenty percent of the respondents accepted brain death and most of them
were willing to donate organs.

To promote organ transplantation, it is necessary to educate not only university students,
but also junior high school students so that their interest and understanding in life and death,

brain death, organ transplantation and organ donation can be nurtured.

Key words : brain death, organ transplantation, organ donation decision card, questionnaire,

nursing student
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