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Abstract

Recent changes of social circumstances, such as decrease in the number of children and
family members and lessening of a sense of community have remarkably influenced mothers in
bringing up their children. In M city, the Civil Service Section has been frequently consulted
by low—confidence mothers regarding the proper care of children. To solve such problems,
community child—care salons have been held informally at several areas in the city since 2002
by administrators, social workers and volunteers. One of the important purposes of this
activity is to focus on the development of human relationships within the community through
taking care of children.

We have examined opinions about this activity by means of questionnaire to the mothers
and administrators.

The results are as follows. The mothers may take more interest in community affairs
because of the support received from participants in the child—care salon, while administrators
would gain a better understanding of these mothers than they had previously.

It is expected that the community child—care salon will play an important role in the

improvement in human relationships within the community.
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