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A father’s consciousness of child care and family life

— A comparative survey on Japanese and Korean in the Osaka area —

Yumi Cho*, Eiko Nishino* and Yumi Hiruta*

* Aino Gakuin College

Abstract

We surveyed on the father’s consciousness of child care and family life with 100 Japanese
and 74 Korean in the Osaka area, and analyzed the difference in the characteristics of
ethnicity. Results were the following : generally, there were not much differences in family life
style between Japanese and Korean ; mostly mothers took care of children. Japanese fathers
had more contact with their children, but felt mentally far from them than Korean fathers.
Korean fathers had not much contact with their children because of their busy business, but
did not feel far from their children as compared with Japanese fathers. It was suggested that
Korean fathers inherited the spirit of Confucianism and had an certain image of the father in
Confucianism family, Japanese fathers had no certain image of the father and was seeking for
an image of the new type of fathers. This survey clearly showed that there was a charac-
teristic difference in child cares and in father’s consciousness of child care between Japanese

and Koreans, probably due to Confucian ideas.
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