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The City of Osaka’s Suicide Prevention Policy in the Edo Period (Part I)

— A Study of Sennichi Cemetery’s Death and Burial Records
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* Aino University, Faculty of Nursing and Rehabilitation, Department of Occupational Therapy

Abstract

Discussed in this article, based on the analysis of Sennichi Cemetery’s death and burial
records, are some facts about the city of Osaka in the Edo period :

1) Most corpses (95% on average) were cremated ;

2) Just a small number of corpses (5% on average) were intered. These included
confirmed or suspected cases of suicide bodies, criminals dead before execution and
unclaimed bodies ; and

3) Cremating bodies was the main function performed by cemeteries in Osaka, and this
service was established as a professional occupation.

Furthermore, the death vocabulary in the records was classified according to the
definition of “manners of death” (natural death, suicide, homicide and accidental death). As
for persons found dead on the street — suspected cases of suicide or any of three other
categories — the following facts were discovered :

1) After the Kyoho famine people were obliged to inform the town magistrate of these

cases. However, operation of postmortem examiners only lasted for 14 years (from
1758 to 1772) ; and
2) These bodies were intered (they were only thrown into a large pit excavated in the

cemetery and not even properly covered).

Key words : suicide prevention policy, cremation, interment, manner of death, dying on the

street
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